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GJON SINISHTA AND THE ALBANIAN CATHOLIC 
BULLETIN, part 1 

In 1956, Gjon Sinishta, an Albanian exile, was arrested by the 
Yugoslav secret police on suspicion of engaging in anti- 
Communist activities. He fled to Austria, then went to Italy before 
going on to the United States. 

Once there, he worked to help other Albanian immigrants. In 
1966, he formed the Albanian Catholic Information Center to 
document the conditions of Albanians under Communism. The 
same year that the ACIC produced its first publication, Enver 
Hoxha delcared Albania the world's first atheist state. 

Under the aegis of the ACIC, Sinishta produced a number of 
publications, including in 1 976 The Fulfilled Promise, a book on 
religious persecution in Albania. 

From 1 980 to 1 994, he published the Albanian Catholic Bulletin. 
The issues of the ACB were digitized and made available online 
via the Gleeson Library Digital Collections at the University of San 
Francisco. 

The first article in the first issue is called, "Apostolic Administrator 
of Shkodra, Bishop Ernest Coba, dies from the police beatings in 
the labor camp." It describes the reports of refugees from 
Albanian that those who possessed religious objects or attended 
religious services were arrested, abused and sent to labor camps. 
One of those refugees, Mark Ndocaj (or Nozaj) related the death 
of Ernest Coba. 



Ernest Coba was imprisoned in 1 974 at the labor camp in Paperr, 
near the city of Elbasan in central Albania. During his 
incarceration, some Catholics there put together makeshift 
vestments and a wooden cross for a secret celebration of Easter. 
During the service, police entered the barracks, assaulted the 
bishop, tore off his vestments and broke the cross. The bishop 
was seriously injured and found dead the next morning. His body 
was taken away and buried at an undisclosed location. His 
relatives who came to visit him in prison were told that he had died 
months earlier of natural causes. Prisoners who had participated 
in the service were denied food for a day. A witness of those 
events described them to Mark Ndocaj, who later escaped to 
Yugoslavia. 

The next article gives a translation of a decree approved by the 
Albanian parliament in June 1979 and reproduced in the Gazeta 
Zyrtare (Official Gazette), "On Internment, Expulsion as 
Administrative Measures." 

It reads: "Internment and expulsion and administrative measures 
can be used against Albanian citizens, foreign citizens and 
stateless persons who are over 14 years of age, are responsible 
and present a danger for the social system of the People's 
Republic of Albania. . . . Interment and expulsion can also be 
used against members of the family of fugitives living inside or 
outside the state." 

The decree goes on to point out that measures taken for expulsion 
or internment can be suspended at any time. On the other hand, 
they can also be arbitrarily prolonged. "The Internment and 
Expulsion Commission can, at any time, revoke the administrative 
measure of internment and expulsion previously adopted by it. . . . 
[The Commission] can decide on the prolongation of the 
administrative measure of internment and expulsion, when it 



deems necessary; it can also abolish it ahead of time, when 
persons interned and expelled cease to be a social danger." 

Along the way, the decree points out that prisoners will not be 
eligible for military service and that the Commission can move 
prisoners to any prison it likes. The author of the article points out 
that the decree is in violation of the constitution which demands a 
fair trial, and emphasizes that 15 year-old children can be put 
away as "members of the family of fugatives." The author also 
mentions that 1979 was the International Year of the Child and 
remarks, "This was the Albanian government's own contribution to 
it." 

Next is the article, "Albanian Delegation Avoids Pope's Visit to the 
U.N." John Paul II gave a speech on religious freedom and the 
Albanian delegation refused to attend the speech or the reception. 
The speech and reception were attended by such luminaries as 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and the USSR. 

Meanwhile, "eight international scholars on church-state relations 
examined the impact of the election of the new Pope, John Paul II, 
on the Eastern European Church at a conference held at the 
University of Notre Dame on April 15-16. .. . The participants 
concluded that the church-state relations in Eastern Europe have 
entered into a new, positive phase of affirmation and expansion, 
particularly in Poland, Yugoslavia, and Hungary as a direct result 
of the new Pontiff's reign." The eight international scholars made 
no mention of Albania, presumably because none of the 15-year- 
old ex-prisoners were able to make it to the conference. 

In a piece called, "The Holocaust of the Albania People," the 
author says, "It is true that cremation furnaces do not exist in 
Albania, but the followers of Enver Hoxha have, more than once, 
had men roasted alive slowly on a spit; it is true that showers used 



as gas chambers do not exist, but the long tortures carried out by 
Enver's cutthroats have made final execution a glad moment, a 
happy freedom; it is also true that there are no extermination 
camps called Dachau or Auschwitz or Buchenwald in Albania, but 
there must be some meaning in the fact that even today, after 35 
years of so-called proletarian democracy, whole families are being 
obliterated in the camps of slow death spread from the north to the 
south of the country, and men and women, both young and old, 
are dying of want and overwork, condemned to death only 
because they are against the Marxism-Leninism of Enver." 

There are several articles and poems about Mother Theresa, an 
Albanian born Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, who won the Noble Peace Prize 
in 1979 for her work in Calcutta. 

There are a variety of other articles in the issue, including book 
reviews and an Albanian poem (and its translation in English). 

END PART 1 



DETAILS ON THE REAUTHORIZATION OF THE IRF 

After first reading about the 201 1 reauthorization of the 
International Religious Freedom Act in brief news stories, I've 
found a paper , "Advocacy Coalitions and Legislative Lobbying for 
International Religious Freedom," that throws more light on it. 

The reauthorization was introduced in the House as HR 1856 by 
Frank Wolf. After it was introduced, participants in the 
International Religious Freedom Roundtable (about which I've so 
far found little information) met with members of Wolf's staff and 
"agreed to support the legislation but also to lobby for particular 
reforms to USCIRF, including term-limits for commissioners." In 
reading the bill , HR 1856, I do find changes to the language 
regarding terms but not the 2-year limit for each term and 2-term 
limit for each commissioner that was ultimately included when it 
was signed into law. Nor is it clear why the Roundtable wanted 
any term limit put in place. 

The House Foreign Affairs Committee said that there wasn't 
enough time to consider HR 1856, so Wolf introduced a new bill, 
HR 2867 , was introduced "solely to reauthorize and reform 
USCIRF." HR 2867 does contain the limit of 2 years and 2 terms. 

The section in HR 2867 on authorization of appropriations 
(USCIRF's budget) contains only a change of date, so the budget 
was not changed in the version introduced by Wolf. It also 
contains the requirement for a GAO report. 

Besides what's detailed in IRF Roundtable paper, this is the first 
time I've compared side-by-side the wording of the original 
authorization and the drafts of reauthorizations. It would be good 



to know whether GAO reports are ordered for all reauthorizations 
and, if not, what prompted the request for a report in this case. 

This version of the bill passed the House 391-21 on September 
1 5. It was hotlined to the Senate, meaning that it went with a 
request for unanimous consent without debate, amendment or 
vote. This was not an extraordinary request in this case: The 
original authorization passed in 1998 with a vote of 98-2, and at 
about $4.2/yr, the IRFA was not a major budget item. 

Instead, a senator requested a call-back. In this case, it mean 
that the senator secretly requested that the leader of the party 
place a hold on the bill while it is reviewed. The Senate is not 
required to disclose which Senator placed the hold. I believe that 
the hold is, after a time, placed on the congressional record but it 
is recorded in the name of the leader of the party who approved 
the call-back. 

The USCIRF was set to expire on September 30 but its funding 
was included in a temporary spending bill passed on Sept. 27 and 
provided funding through Nov. 30. The Senate hold remained and 
it was necessary to include funding for USCIRF in another 
temporary spending bill that funded the government through Dec. 
16. 

During this time, the White House said it was concerned about the 
reduction in the number of commissioners from 9 to 5; the 
President's appointments to the commission would drop from 3 to 
1. 

Senator Mike Lee sponsored a new bill, S 1875, on Nov. 15. 
Which was the same as HR 2867 except that the number of 
commissioners remained at 9. It was also hotlined but with the 
same result; a senator placed a hold on it. 



The paper says that the hold was lifted and that HR 2867 was 
passed by unanimous consent in the Senate, passed by voice 
vote in the House, before being signed by the President on 
December 23, 201 1 . No mention is made of the 30% cut in 
budget, which seems a strange omission in an otherwise detailed 
account. The cut was a real weakening of the commission for the 
indefinite future; the Senate hold, by comparison, was a temporary 
annoyance. The term limits, which might be significant, are not 
defended or explained. It may be that the cut in funding will not 
harm vital functions; the term limits may represent a real 
advantage. But it's hard to understand the IRFR's account except 
as written from the wish take a positive tone. 

The IRF Roundtable has no distinct web presence that I can find. 
Its documents are published by various participating 
organizations. It has a Purpose Statement . 



TANZANIA 

This is the first of a series of short pieces on the documents and 
other resources available on religious freedom and persecution in 
various countries. 

xTome has very little material as of yet on Tanzania. A few basic 
facts that are worthwhile to note: The area comprising the present 
country of Tanzania was conquered in the late 1 9 th century by 
Germany. After WWI, it fell into British hands and remained there 
till 1 961 . At that time, the present Tanzania was made up of two 
distinct regions, Tanganyika on the mainland and the island 
country of Zanzibar. The first post-British rule in Tanganyika was 
a democratic government. In 1 965, Tanganyika was united with 
Zanzibar after the latter overthrew an Arab dynasty. The 
government of the, by now re-elected, Julius Nyerere moved 
toward socialism. During over 20 years of rule, he suppressed the 
press and trade unions, moved people into collectives, and 
brought the country to starvation: a well-regulated Communist 
regime. Corrupt officials earned the popular moniker of Wabenzi, 
or People of the (Mercedes) Benz. In 1979, Tanzania declared 
war against the Soviet-backed Idi Amin regime in Uganda and 
drove him out of the country, which proves that even wretched 
governments occasionally do something useful. 

In 1985, Nyerere stepped down. The government instituted some 
reforms and got money from the IMF. Five years later, the people 
of Zanzibar demanded independence, giving as reason that a 
quarter-century of socialist rule had been bad for their economy. 
They were ignored. 



In more recent years, Tanzania has seen violently contested 
elections, a U.S. embassy bombing (in Dar al Salaam), and a 
2008 blackout on Zanzibar. The current president, since 2005, is 
Jakaya Kikwete. 

By the standard of the world, Tanzanians enjoy a fair degree of 
religious freedom, and that is the overall opinion of a recent U.S. 
State Department report on the subject. 

However, there are some recent stories to note. 

On February 1 7, 201 3, BosNewsLife reported that a Catholic 
priest had been shot dead that day in Zanzibar while on his way to 
church. Two young men were blocking the entrance and one of 
them shot him in the head. This came just days after a pastor was 
decapitated on the mainland by what was described as a mob of 
Muslim extremists. The killing was believed to have concerned a 
dispute over whether Christians would be allowed to operate as 
butchers; a group of Muslims has demanded that they close their 
shops. The killing of the pastor led to riots. 

Mainland Tanzanians are divided about evenly between 
Christians, Muslims, and those who practice a traditional African 
religion. (Numbers come from Catholic Herald story linked below) 

After the murder of the priest, other bishops and priests in 
Tanzania received text messages : "We thank our young men, 
trained in Somalia, for killing an infidel. Many more will die. We will 
burn homes and churches. We have not finished: at Easter, be 
prepared for disaster." The message was signed, "Muslim 
Renewal." 



GERMANY 

Contemporary Germany is democratic and prosperous, and for 
the most part it is not a topic of concern in the matter of religious 
persecution. But there are a few things to note. 

Lately, an anti-circumcision movement has gotten underway. It is 
a movement not merely to recommend that people avoid 
circumcision. It is not even a movement only to ban circumcision. 
Instead, it is also a warning that gun-wielding Hasidic Jews may at 
any time pop into a room and start randomly circumcising babies. 

An example of the movement's ideas can be gathered by reading 
Matthew Hess's Foreskin Man comics. In his stories, doctors 
attempt to carry out circumcisions on children by force. One of the 
characters is called Mohel, the word for a Jew trained in 
circumcision. 

During a bris (Jewish circumcision ceremoney, though in this case 
the bris is intended by the mother to be a brit shalom, a naming 
ceremony without circumcision), Mohel shows up wearing what 
has the look of a Borsalino (a broad-brimmed fedora sometimes 
worn by Jews) and in the company of two men carrying guns. 
One of them sports the sidelocks, or Payot, of an Orthodox Jew. 
The gentile mother's Jewish husband, Jethro, has secretly 
arranged with these men to have them break in and circumcise 
their son, though what could possibly be the use of secret 
planning in a case where the plan culminates in armed, black- 
hatted men barging into the midst of a dozen people would be 
hard to say. But the episode at least serves an apparently 
overdue warning that good German girls must avoid marrying 
secret-plotting, baby-circumcising, Hasidim-hiring, party-ruining 
Jews. 



A story in The Atlantic about Germany's anti-circumcision 
movement features a picture of about a dozen German men 
wearing white coveralls, each painted in red at the crotch to show 
the horror of circumcision. That men can be found to parade 
around like the ex-boyfriends of Lorena Bobbit can be explained 
partly by native stupidity and partly by the statement of a German 
Federal Minister of Labour and Social Affairs that, "The welfare 
state, the social market economy are among Germany's great 
traditions." Men who are idly suckling the Pap of State will get up 
to anything. 

A court in Cologne declared that circumcision was illegal. 

In 2012, Jewish Hospital \r\ Berlin announced that it was 
suspending circumcisions until further notice. 

The Atlantic writer, Joshua Hammer, notes, "Germany's backlash 
against male circumcisions is not unique. In recent years so-called 
"intactivist" movements have pushed for a ban in Denmark, the 
United Kingdom, and other European countries. And last year a 
group called Male Genital Mutilation got a proposition on the ballot 
in San Francisco that would have outlawed circumcision." 

In Germany, one of the proponents of the movement is Michael 
Schmidt-Salomon, founder of the Giordano Bruno Foundation. 
The foundation supports "evolutionary humanism" and is named 
after a monk who was burned at the stake for heresy. "German 
authorities condemned Schmidt-Salomon's 2008 children's book, 
How Do I Get to God, Asked the Small Piglet, for its virulent 
depictions of a rabbi, an imam, and a priest. Several critics likened 
its portrait of the rabbi to caricatures of Jews in Nazi-era 
propaganda." 



Another German anti-circumcision web site contains the 
statement , "It goes without saying that the humanist criticism of 
circumcision is not directed against Jews." The adventures of 
Foreskin Man suggest that it doesn't go without saying at all. But 
the observer is forced to consider that the foreskin zealots may 
hate Christians and Muslims almost as much as they hate Jews. 



RANDOM NOTES 

A little more on anti-circumcision: 

Comments on an interview with an anti-circumcision advocate 
posted to Youtube brought out some interesting comments. A 
user calling himself Nifrayu said, "One persons religious freedoms 
end when they begin infringing on someone else's rights." He's 
talking there about parents who have their boys circumcised. I 
wonder what Nifrayu thinks about parents who take their children 
to the dentist. Are they infringing on their children's rights? What 
about vaccinations? What about teenage breast implants? Is 
Nifrayu outraged when parents allow or even pay for their 
daughters to saddle themselves with oversized breasts? Does he 
think that D-cups on a 1 1 0-pound adolescent could be a health 
hazard ? For that matter, wouldn't any sensible person agree that 
it is the duty of a parent to continually interfere with the rights of a 
child? Doesn't a good parent often say, "You can't go out. Sit 
down. Don't interrupt others. Don't use vulgar language. Stop 
shouting. Don't stand on the couch. Make up your bed. Don't 
spit on the sidewalk. Do your homework. Mow the lawn. Take 
out the trash." Isn't that normal parenting? 

Another user, ThePaulCynic, writes that "Circumcision is identical 
to female genital mutilation." Female circumcision, which is not 
taught by Jews or Christians, is the removal of the clitoris. The 
clitoris is not analogous to the foreskin but to the penis. If male 
circumcision involved removing the penis, then they would be 
identical. 

Another comment concludes that the circumcision of male boys in 
America proves that "American men are now property and fodder." 
Another is eager to remind people that circumcision is not required 



among Christians. Other comments insult the woman conducting 
the interview. And none of these people who are so eager to 
protect the tip of babies' smallest limbs makes a single mention of 
the abortions that destroy them. 



